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rench navy in existence.    He had borrowed the

in the early strug-

gles in which he was engaged; he now sought the
assistance of the Dutch and Spanish in his conflict
with England. But the Dutch were loath to give
any assistance in a contest that was really waged
against their Protestant brethren in France. 'The
Spanish had indeed no sympathy with heresy, but
th ei r hatred of heretics was much Beaker .than their
jealousy of the Frenc^i. They sent a fleet to La
Rochelle, nominally to assist their French allies.
The Marquis of Spinosa visited the French camp
and was received with great honours, but all this
amounted to nothing, and the Spanish fleet presently
sailed back to Spain, leaving Louis to subdue his
Huguenot rebels as best he could. " They have,"
said Richelieu, in his rage, " God and the Virgin in
their mouths, their beads in their hands, but only
their own temporal interests in their hearts."

Practically the English were in command of the
sea, and they kept so close a watch over Fort St.
Martin that Buckingham boasted that only the birds
of heaven could reach it. The boast was not veri-
fied. " God willed the matter otherwise," the
Cardinal piously remarked, but he might have at-
tributed the result to his own exertions.

The English ships watched the Channel, and they
also erected a barricade, which it was hoped would
prevent the passage of any boats coming to the
relief of the besieged. These precautions were in
vain; the Cardinal inspired the French soldiers
with his own zeal, and the hope of wealth, as well. When Richelieu^ assumed power,           was no                       [1624-
